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HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [6.35]:
1 lully endorse all that has been said by the
Chiet Secretary and Siv Edward Wittenoom,
and I fully appreciate all that you, Sir, as
President, have been to us. I appreciate also
the services rendered by the officers of the
House. The session has passed very satisfac-
torily. The reason why mewbers all get on
so well together is, 1 think, that we all
respeet cach olther and avoid indulging in
partisan spirit. I remind those menmbers with
nothing to fear that a nomber of us shortly
will have to go before our clectors. If I am
fortunate cnough to be returned once more I
ghall be sorry indeed to learn that any other
bas fallen by the wayside.

THE PRESIDENT [0.37]: I very much
apypreciate for myselt, for the Chairman ot
Committees and the officers of the House gen-
erally the very kind remarks that have been
made. To the vasual observer it may seem
a very simple matter to conduct the business
of the House, and partienlarly sitaple when
avervthing runs smooihly. It is enly one like
Sir Edward Wittenoom, who has been in
the position himself, who knows how easy it
is to make mistakes. Only by constant at-
tention is it thal errors are avoided. If I
have suceeeded as President, and if the
Chairman of Committees has sncceeded to the
extent to which you are goud enongh to say
we have sncceeded, it is only because we have
been assisted by members themselves in ob-
serving the Standing Orders. And we have
beecn helped by the Chief Secretary and the
Honorary Minister through the consideration
they have alwnys paid to us, and we have
been helped alsg by the Clerk of Parliaments
and the Clerk Assistant. T join with what has
been said ag to the gratitude we all owe to
the officers of the House and to the “Han-
sard” staff, I sincerely hope that all mem-
bers will enjoy a wmerry Christmas and a
happy New Year, and that in the comino
year the State will eontinne progressive and
prosperous.

HON. J. CORNELL (Scuth) [6.40]: You,
Sir, have been good enough to returr thanks
for me, and so my task is easy. T rise to par-
ticularly thank you, Sir, and all members of
the House. and the staff down to the humblest
emplovee for the conrtesy and kindly con-
sideration extended to mv old friend and col-
league, the Hon. J. E. Dodd, who has asked
me to say that for him. Mr. Hamersley has
referred to those members whe will have to
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appear before the judgment bar of the coun-
try early next year. I am oune of those who
dislike changes. I have a strong preference
for the old things and old praetices, and the
worst luck I wish the retiring members is
that they will all come back again.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.43 am. {Saturday'.
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BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendments.

Message from the Council received and
read potifying that it had agreed in the
Bill subject to n schedule of five amend-
ments, which were now considered.

In Commiitee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; Mr. Lathcm in
charge of the Bill.
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No. 1—Clause 2, Subelanse 2. In e 1
strike ont “to” und insert “as regards dogs
in depots registered by”; in lines 3 and 4
strike out “as regards dogs in depofs regis-
tered by,” and add the following proviso:—
“provided that thiz subsection shall not
apply to any dogs held on a private hold-
ing”:

Mr. LATHAM: 1 move—

That the amcndmenis be ogreed to.

The object of rhe Couneil iz to have the
depots registered by the Royal Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty t¢ Animals.
Without the amcndment, evervene who is
a member of the society would be able to
say that he was holding dogs on behalf of
the society. Tune Council’s amenidment
means fhat the premises of sueh persons
will have to be rcgistered as depots.
Mr. Mann: With whom?

Mr. LATHAM: With themselves. The
member's premises will have to be registered
with the society us depots.

Mr. Mann: Tiow will that aflect veter-
inary surgeons?

Mr. LATHAM: It wili not affeet thrm
at all. They d» not hold does in the sense
that the R.8.P.C.A. does. when they ho'd
dogs while they cndeavour to find suitable
homes for them cr until they destroy them.

Mr. DAVY: Has the R.S.P.C.A. any
machinery for rogistering snch depots?

The Premier: 1 do not think the society
has.

Mr. DAVY: Whose depots are these
referred tof

Mr. Latham: The R.S.P.C.A’s depots.

Mr. DAVY: The clause i3 clear enough
and I do pot think there is any necessity
for the amendment. How ean one register
one’s own property with oneself?

The PREMI®R: The amendments do
not seem to be ¢lear. TIn the tecond amend-
ment the Couneil proposed fo strike out the
words “as regards their custody from time
to time” but th: subelause reads “us re-
gards dogs in ileir custody from time to
time.” Thus tke Council leaves in the
words *dozs in” and the line would read:
“This section sbhall not apply as regards in
depots registered by the R.S.P.C.A. of
Western Australian dogs in and held tem-
porarily by them for the purpose of find-
ing dogs suitable homes.”

Mr. Corboy: Tt does not make sense.

The PREMIFR: Of eourse it does not.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Davy: ‘'There is obviously a mis-
take.
Mr, Corhoy: I suggest that we substi-

tute “established” for “registered,” making
the clause refer to depots established by
the R.3.P.C.A.

Mr. LATIIAM: Every member of the
society might have a depot in which to keep
stray dogs, and it is prorosed that if dogs
are going to be qeld in that way, they shall
be beld only in Jepots of which we have a
knowledge. 1 see no necessity for the
Council’'s amendvient, but the easiest way
out will be to aceept it.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: The member for
York says there is no need for the amend-
ment. To move Lhat the amendment br not
agreed to wou'd be a direct negative, but
we ean vote sgainst the motion

Mr. LINDSAY: Individual members of
the R.8.P.C.A. collect stray dogs and claim
exemption for Leeping them pending their

disposal.

Mr. Davy: That would be an absurd
contention.

Mr. LINDSAY: To overcome thaf, it

has been provided that the depots must be
registered and T assume that that means
registered with the R.S.P.C.A,

Mr. Corboy: You might assume that,
but what will the court say on this big
national aguestion of Fido?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Members of
the R.8.P.C.A. ean colleet stray dog~ and
put them in a ‘erot. The object of the
Couneil’s ameninent is to permit of such
depots being eontinued. If a depot w=s es-
tablishe@ on my farm I would he evemnt
from the registration provisions of the 1903
Ait. The Coureil's amendment makes the
provision broadee and wider.

Mr. DAVY: 1 eannot see how s=omeone
can register with himself something belong-
ing to himself. I move—

That the Council’s amendment he amended
by ins~rting between ““in’’ and “*depota’? the
word ‘‘reeognised,’’ deleting ‘‘registered by'’
and adding ‘‘of.”’

Mr. SAMPSON: The Council's amend-
ment is no improvement on the clause as
it left this Chamber.

Mr. Panton: There never is any improve-
ment. . . )

Mr. SAMPSON: The suhe'anse has been
differentlv eonstrneted. hut T eannot see that
its meaning ia made any more clear, '

Mr. LATHAM: T liope the amendment
will not be agreed to. Certain dogs may,
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be unregistered, and those who are in pos-
session of them may, as members of the
R.S.P.C.A., claim that they are holding
them temporarily.

Hon, G. Taylor: That is too thin, Would
a constable or police magistrate accept that
sort of thing?

Mr. LATHAM: 1 would rather see the
clause stand as printed than have the amend-
ment passed.

Mr. MANN: If the member for York
would agree to the substitution of the word
“control” for “registered” it would overcome
the difficulty. It frequently happens that an
inspector of the society hands a dog to some
person for treatment. If the clause pro-
vided that this dog was then under the con-
trol ¢f an authorised person, everything
would be in order. I do not want to see it
possible for some valuable animal to be
killed when it is in the bands of some un-
registered person for treatment. I only
want to help the hon, member.

Mr. Latham: I do not expect help from
the whole of this side of the House.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member will get
all the help he is entitled to.

Mr, Latham: I do not want any more
than that.

Mr. DAVY: As the member for York
prefers the clause in its oriz‘nal form to
that in whieh it is now amended by the
Couneil, 1 will withdraw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. Fir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
see why we should not agree to the Coun-
c¢il’s amendment, which improves the clause.
When any matter turning on dogs comes
up, we nsually display a very lively inter-
est. The amendment does not make anv
real difference to the Bill, and will not lead
to anv inerease in the number of unregis-
tered doos.

Mr. . P, WANSBROUGH: The amend-
ment does away with the prartice of mem-
bers of R.&P.C.A. designating themselves
“depots.”” We desire to protect the indns-
try, while the R.8.P.C.A. desire to proteet
the da2z. A zealons member of the
R.8.C.P.A. ean pick np a menerel which is
a menare to the distriet, and can call him-
self a “depnt.”

The Premier: No.

Mr. ©. P. WANSRROTGOH: Tt isso. T
do riat see ony machinery in the Bill as to
registration.

Hon. S'r James Miteliel]:
not wortl bothering ahent.

The matter is
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Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH : It is worth
while bothering to ensure that there shall
be means of checking some members of the
R.S.P.CA.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
¢il’s amendment not agreed to.

No. 2, Clause 2, Subelause 2—Add the
following proviso:—"“Provided that this sub-
seetion shall not apply to any doo's ‘held on
a private holding” :

Mr. LATHAM: In view-of the'fdet that
the previous amendment has not heen’ agreed
to, there is no neeessity fot thls amend-
ment.

The Premier: It is hig h]v ob.]eohonable
as well as unnecessary. -

Mr. LATHAM: T move—
That tho amendment bhe not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 3. Claunse 4. Strike out .the word
“sheep” in line four with a view to inserting
the word “livestock” in lieu thereof.

My, LATHAM: I hope this amendment
will have a better rceeption. In the North,
it appears. dogs which have gone w'ld attack
young ealves as well as shesp. ]’]’.I,‘my own
district I have seen ealves.come home in the
mnrning with their tails bltten oﬁ by wild
dogs. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

The PREMIER: This amendment strikes
at a vital prineiple of the Bill, a
principle that was discussed, whem the meas-
ure was going through. Scveral members
desired to cexclude the metropol:ttm area
from the operaiion of the BIH and we were
informed that the very faet of.‘ the Bill re-
ferring to sheep owners-exeluded’ the motro-
politan area. If loeal authorities: are to be
permitted to make by-laws for the protection
of livestock owners—and. livestpck; includes
everything on four legs.pnd.possihly many
thinzs on two lems—the metrorplitan :local
anthovities will be placed in a posnton to
dictate whether one shiall own s ﬂm’_'. ot how
many dogs one shall own, and What SOT
of doz or dows one shall own.' The Bill
was introdured for the purpose of nroteeting
farmers and pastoralists agginst destruetion
of their sheep by wild dpgs..  When the
measure was passing throuch thls Chamhor.
1 sngeested that it would he wise to exehude
the -netronolitan area spzeifieally. The
ar 2nédment throws open the whole State to
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the operation of the measure, and I hope
it will not be agreed to. On the other hand,
I shall have no objection to the amendment
if the metropolitan area is exeluded. I do
not doubt that dogs do a considerahle
amount of harm to young celves, just &s they
do to sheep; and probably it is as necessary
to protect the cattle owner against wild
dogs as it is to protect the sheep owner.
However, the amendment is altogether too
far-reaching.

Mr, Latham: Will you aceept “cattle own-
erg” in place of “livestock owners”?

The PREMIER: There are cattle owners
in the cily.

Mr, C. P. Wansbrough: Sheep are being
killed in the metropolitan area by stray dogs.

The PREMIER: The Bill was introduced

to protect country people, not city people.
The whole of the trouble is in the country
distriets.
" Mr. SAMPSON: Local authorifies in
many cases fail to do their duty as to. limit-
ing the numher of dogs. Dogs are a menace
in the city as well as in the country.

The Premier: All dogs are not a menace.
T do not propose to let some Bumble deeide
what kind of dog I may have.

Mr., SAMPSON.: Local authorities have
been backward rather than forward in carry-
ing out their duty as to control of dogs.
It wonld be a good thing for the metropoli-
tan resident, as well as for the country resi-
dent, if the local authorities would do their
duty in regard to limiting the number of
dogs. It is also their duty to register dogs,

The Premicr: They have failed in that
respect. Why give them other duties?

Mr. SAMPSON: Large numbers of dogs
are wandering about ownerless.

Question put and negatived; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 4—Add the following pro-
viso at the end of the elause: “Provided that
any such by-laws shall be approved by the
Glovernor and shall be deemed to have been
made by him.”

Mr. LATHAM: This amendment is quite
unnecessary, the matter being already pro-
vided for in the Interpretation Aet. 1
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
amendment not agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

No. 5. Clause 5—Add at the end the
following words: “and by adding a new
paragraph as follows:—'Notwithstanding

Subsection 1, paragraph (j), of Section 4
of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1920, it shall be lawful for the oceu-
pier of agrienltural or pastoral land on
which livestoek are depastured. to lay poison
on his own holding for the purpose of pro-
tecting his stock in accordance with this sec.
tion.””

Mr. LATHAM: Evidently this amend-
ment is intended to clear up a misunder-
standing which has arisen through R.8.P.
C.A. inspectors attempting to debar stock
owners from laying poison for stray dogs.
I do not think there is any rcal necessity
for the amendment, but it ecan do no harn:,
In fact, the maltter is already provided for
by law. However, the R.8.P.C.A. inspectors
have bloffed a good many 'and owners. Lay-
ing poison iz practically the only means
of destroying dingocs. Anolher place eon-
siders it necessary to clear the position up.
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. . TAYLOR: I ask your ruling on
the following point, Mr Chairman. The
amendment introduces a new  paragraph
which begins—

Notwithstanding Subseetion 1, paragroph
(j). of Section 4 of the Prevention of Cruclty
to Animals Act
The amendment either amends the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals Act, or else nul-
lifies it, which has the same effeet for the
purposes of my arzument. T want to kpow
whather another place, or this House, is in
order in amending, under the order of leave
to introduce the present Bill, the Pre-
vention of Crnelty to Animols Aect.
If it does not direetly amend a section in
that other Act, at all events it nullifies the
value of that section. I ask your ruling,
Sir.

The CHATRMAN: I rule that the amend-
ment goes heyond the Title of the Bill, and
therefore is out of order.

Resolutions reported, and the report

adopted.

A committee consisting of the Hon. W. T).
Johnson and Messrs. Latham and Lindsay
drew up reasons for disagreeing to the
Council’s amendments.
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My, LATHAM: T have to report that the
committee have met and drawn up the fol-
lowing reasons: No. 1, Beeause no provi-
sion is made for the registration of depots
under the Act for the Prevention of Cruelty
Lo Animals. No. 2, Consequantial upon the
first. No. 3, Because the Bill is intended to
proteet sheep owners, and if the amendment
were made it wonld be operative through-
out the State, including the metropolitan
aren. No. 4, Because the provision is al-
ready made in the Interpretation Act. No.
5, Because it would limit the provisions con-
tained in the Act for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals. T move—

That the report he adopted.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T do not know that
we would be right in accepting these reasons
off hand. On a question of such importance,
when we object to amendments made by
another place we should give sonnd and
valid reasons for disagreeing. One could
not expect the members of the eommittee to
do justice to the House.

Mr. Lindsay: T object to that statement,
and I ask that it be withdrawn.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I will withdraw,
My reason for saying I did not think those
hon. members could do justice to the House
was that those three members fought
like Trojans in suppert of the Council’s
amendments, which the Committee rejected.
Then thaose three members were sent to draw
up reasons why the Courcil’s amendments
were not acceptable to this Chamber. The
member for York placed the other two mem-
bers in an awkward position. I think we
should give sound reasons for objeeting to
the Couneil’s amendments.

Hon. W. . TOHNSON: The hon. mem-
her should be grateful to the committee for
the work they did. The hon. member and
athers adopted 2 silly attitnde in regard to
this Bi'l and we got them out of it. “Han-
sard” will never explain their attitude, but
our reasons w'll. They were real and sound
reasons for what was done. We took the
trouhle to make things easy for hon. mem-
hers, and consequentlv we should receive
expressions of pratitude.

Mr. LATHAM: T am sorry the hon. mem-
her conside~ed that the eommittee did nnt do
justiee to the House. The committee did not
exp~ess their own feelings bnt the feelings
of tt2 House, and T s'neerely hope the House
wil} acree to the reasons.
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Mr, LINDSAY: When hon. members are
appointed to draw up reasons, those reasons
are usually based on the arguments ex-
pressed in the House. The member for Mt.
Margaret bas treated the whole matter as a
joke. I rerard it as too serious to be made
fun of. Ever since the Bill has been hefore
us it has been treated as a joke, and I ob-
jeet to that sort of thing. 1 also object to
anything disenssed here in which J am in-
terested being regavded as a joke. We ex-
pressed, not only our own views, but the
views of members generally, when we drew
up the reasons, and inelnded in them were
the views of the membar for Mt. Margaret,
if he ever had any, and I don’t think he had.

Question pub and passed, and a message
acvordingly transmitted to the Council.

BILLS (5)—RETURNED.
1, Teizrhton-Rohhs Jetty Railway.
2, 'ublic Service Commissioner’s Salary.
3, Parliamentary Allowances Aet Amend-
ment. s
4, Loan £4,940,000.
3, Metropolitan Town Planning Commis-

ston.
Without amendment.

BILL—EMPLOYMENT BROEKERS’' ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message from the Council reeeived and
read notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ments disagreed to by the Assembly.

On motion by Hon. J. Cunningham, Mes-
sage ordered to be taken inlo consideration
at a Tafer stage of the sitting.

Sitting suspended from 5.50 to 9.30 p.m.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifving assent to Supply Bill (No.
3), £1,363,500.

BILL—MEEKATHARBA WILUNA
: RATLWAY.

Council’s Amendment,

Bill returned from the Couneil with an
amendment, which was now considered.
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In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier (for
the Minister for Works) in charge of the
RBill.

Amendment—Clause £, Add the follow-
ing proviso: “Provided that the construe-
tion of such railway shall be effected by
private contract following on tenders being
called for the construction, in leading news-
papers in the State of Western Australia,
and shall not be performed by day labour.”

The PREMIER: The Council’s amend-
ment is in the form of a proviso to Clause 2
and reads, “Provided that the construetion
of sueh railway shall be effected by private
contract following on tenders being called
for the construection, in leading newspapers
of the State of Western Australia, and shali
not be performed by day labour.” I move—

That the amendmont be not agreed to.

Question put and passed.

Report Stage.
Mr. Thomsen: Mr. Chairman

Hon. G. Taylor: Mr. Thomson has been
on his feet for some time, Sir.

Ministerinl Members: No.

The Chairman: I have declared the meo-
tion earried. .

Mr. Thomson: 1 called out, Sir. Tt is not
my fault if you did not hear.

The Chairman: I did not hear you.

Hon. @. Taylor: You were reading, M.
Chairman.

My. Thomson: [£ members want to take
advaniage of an unfortunate error——

The Chairman: It is always the rule
to call for the Ayes and Noes, and I did so.

Mr. Thomson: [ certainly ealled out. I
was on my feet. I pot up the instant the
Premier sat down, and T called out “Mr.
Lutey.” Do you rule that, the motion having
been carried, I am too late?

The Chairman: That is so.

Mr. Thomson: T am not going to argue,
but I would have been glad of the oppor-
tunity of saying a few words.

Ministerial Member: Hop up qguicker,
then!

Mr. Thomson: Another time, if a memhber
gets up-——

The Chairman: The question is that I re-
port to the House. The hon. member must
not argme.

Mr. Thomson: T might argue that I dis-
agree with yoor ruling, Sir.

[ASSEMBLY'.}

Hon. G, Taylor: That is the proper thing
to do.

My, Thomson: 1 am rvather sorry that the
Premier moved to disagree to

The Chairwan: The question is that I now
report to the House.

Mr. Thomson: I do not want that report
10 go to the House, and I want to give my
reusons why that report should net be made.

The Chairman: You cannot disenss the re-
port.

Mr. Thomson: L think | am entitled to
give reasons why the report should not be
given. You are suggesting that the question
15 that you do now report to the House.

The Chairman: You cannot discuss the
report to the House.

Mr. Thomson: I should be glad, Siv, if
vou would show me that the Standing Orders
do not permit me to discuss the report. I can
give rcasons why the report should not be
adopted.

Hon. G. Taylor: Dissent from the Chair-
man’s ruling!

The Chairman: My ruling is that the ques-
tion before the Chair is that T do now report
to the Ilouse. The custom has been to have
no discussion whatever on that motion, It
does not admit of discussion.

Mr. Thomson: I disagree with your rul-
ing, Sir.

Hon. G. Taylor: Not on that poeint, but on
the first point.

Mr. Thomson: On the first point.

The Chairman: The question is that T do
now report to the Honse,

Mr. Davy: Am I to understand, Mr.
Chairman, that there are certain motions in
this House on which no discussion is per
mitted ?

The Chairman: Several

Mr. Davy: Is it definitely laid down in the
Standing Orders that this is one of them?
Because I do submit that we were prevented
from discussing this very important amend-
ment, whether we are in favour of it or not.
Because you do not happen to see a member
standing on his feet———

The Chairman: The question is that I do
now report to the House.

Hon. G. Taylor: You cannot meve youor-
gelf ont of the Chair.

Mr. Davy: May I ask, Mr. Chairmen,
whether it is your roling that when the
motion is whther you report tn the House
or not, no diseussion can ensne?

The Chairman: There is nothing relevant
to the report.
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Mr. Davy: Am I to understond that dis-
cussion is permissible provided it is relevant
to whether or not you report to the House?

The Chairman: Yes.

Mr. Davy: Then I have something rele-
vant to say on the question whether you now
report to the House.

The Chairman:
amendment,

Hon. G. Taylor: The guestion is that the
Chairman do now report to the Honse, The
hen. member ¢an move to strike out the word
“now.”

_The Premier:
before.

Hon. G. Taylor: But there has never been
such a rush before,

The Chairman: I will put the guestion to
the Committee., The question is that I do now
report to the House.

Hon. G. Taylor: I have never seen such a
seandalous thing done before.

The Chuirman: Order! The hon. member
will keep order. The hon, member must not
nake remarks like that.

You wnight move some

That has never been done

Question put, and a division taken with the
following result: — )

Ayes 17
Noes 12
Mzgjority for .. .. 5
Aves.
Mr. Chesgon Mr. Lamond
Mr. Clydesdals Mr. Marshall
Mr. Collier Mr, Milllogton
Mr. Corboy Mr, Rowe
Mr. Coverley Mr. Troy

Mr. Cunningham
Mr. W. D. Jobunson

Mr. A. Wangbrough
Mr. Withers

Mr, Kennenafly Mr. Panton

Mr, Kennedy (Teller,)
NoEes,

Mr. Angelo 8ir James Mitchell

Mr., Brown Mr. Stubhs

Mr. Dary Mr. Taylor

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Thomson

Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. C. P. Wansbrough

Mr., Latbam Mr. North

(Teller,)
Question thus passed.

[The Speaker resumes the Chair.)

The CHATRMAN: T have to report, Mr.
Speaker, that the Committee have eonsidered
the Conneil’s messare, and hoave disaereed
tn the amendment made by the Conneil in the
Bill.

The PREMIER: I move—
That the rocport be adopted,

Mr. THOMBON: [ desire to move ar
amendment.  According to Standipg Ordes
295—

Ou the motion for the adoption of the re-

port, the whele Bill may, ¢n motion, be re-
committed and further amendments made.

The Premier: You eannot recominit a re-

port.

Mr, THOMSON: I was desirous of mov-
ing an amendment, sud, unfortunately, while
I was on my feet the Chairman of Commit.
tees did not see me. Although I called out
the Chairman put the question and, i1t having
been carried on the voiees, declared that he
vould not listen to me. I want the Bill recom.
mifted so that the Committee may be able i«
consider a farther amendinent. I object t
the adoption of the repert. The matter has
not been considercd by this Chamber, Th
Premier immediately moved “That the Coun
¢il’s amendment be not agreed to.” I an
desirous of moving a further amendment st
that tenders shall be ealled.

Mr. SPEAKLR: The hon. member is nof
in order. The hon, member is moving
recommit the Bill, practically. Under Stand.
ing Order 205—

On the wmotion for the adoption of the re-
port——

That is after the Bill is reporied. .

the whole Bill may, on motion, be recom.
mitted and further amendments made, but a
subsequent day to that on which the second
report is bronght up shall be fixed for moving
the adeption of such sccond report

Mr. Thomson: This is a second report.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member need
not remind me. He is dealing now, not with
the report on the Bill, but with the reporl
on a messaze on the Bill from the Tegisla-
tive Council, and that only. There is no
Standing Order whieh permits the hon. mem-
ber to recommit fto this House the whole
Bill, which the Bill has left. having been
reported on and sent to another place and
returned with amendments. There is no
provision whatever for such an amendment
as the hon. member now sueoests being per-
mitted. Therefore, T must rale it ont of
order. The nuestion before the Chair is
that the renort of the Committec he adopted

Mr. THOMSRON: I shall move to disagres
with your ruling. T regret to have to do il



2578

at this late stage of the session, but we have
to proteet our rights in this House.

Mr. SPEAKKR: The hon. member will
withdraw that retlection on the Chair.

Alr, THOMSON: I am not reflecting on
the Chair; my remark was in reply to an
interjection.

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member has
no right to reply to interjections.

Mr, THOMSON: I shall withdraw the
remark, but 1 hope you will see that mem-
bers around me do not interjeet.

Mr. SPEAKER: If my attention Is
drawn to interjections, I will take the neces-
sary aection,

Hop. G. TAYLOR: Would we not be in
order in giving reasons why the report
should not be adopted? The motion before
the Chair is that the report he adopted.
That motion will admit of diseussion, and
if that be so any hon, member who desires
to give aogent reasons why the report should
pot be adopted, should be permitted to do
so. Will you give me your ruling on that
point?

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Katan-
ning has stated he intends to move to dis-
sent from my ruling; I eannot entertain any-
thing clse at the moment.

Mr. Thomson: I am willing to give way
until vou, Sir, have replied to the member
for Mt. Margaret’s query.

Mr. SPEAKER: My ruling is distinetly
that any subjeet proposed from the Chair.
with the exception of certain motions speei-
fieally set out in the Standing Orders, is
open to disenssion, but a diseussion cannoy
take place on watters that have already been
dealt with and passed hy a vole of this
Chamber.

Mr. DAVY: Would this be in order: the
moticn is that the report be adopted; would
not any argument, eogent to the question,
whether or not the report be adopted. he
relevant? Suppeose an hon. member ecan
show fo yvon. Sir, that throngh a misunder-
standing a deeision has heen arrived at with-
out proper diseussion?

The Minister for Lands: No; the Houso
has decided.

Mr. DAVY: Wonld it not be relevant to
show that the report was not a correct state-
ment of whet had happened, and that the
reporting to the Honse rave a wrong aecount
of what actnallv hanpened. that owine to
a mistake or misunderstanding the Honse
had not considared the matter. I do sug-
gest that at this inneture there is no rea-
son why we should start getting heated.

[ASSEMBLY.]

There is u long night hefore us and there
is no doubt that when the Chairman ef
Committees put the question the member
tor Katanning was on his feet with the in-
tention of speaking to the messuge.

Mr. Coverley: He was not on his feet.

Mr. DAVY: Even it the hon. member
thinks I am wrong, surely the House will
not stop discussion. We were all perfectly
pleasant and bappy together, and for some
veason the Chairman of Committees failed
to sce the member for Katouning on his
feet, and the question was put and declared
carried before anyone on this side of the
House had time fo open his mouth. For
those reasons it would be wrong for us to
adopt the report. T suggest we do not
adopt the report and that both sides be
given an opportunity to discuss this mosi
important message.

The Premier: 1f we do not adopt the re-
port, can we 2o hack to the previous posi-
tion¥

Mr. DAYY: Would it not be possible by
the will of the Honse to recommit this mes
snge?

Mr. SPEARER: The member for Katan-
ning wanted to reeommit the Bill.

on. G. Taylor: That was only a slip.
He meant to refer to the message,

Mr. DAVY: We should recommit the
message.

Mr. SPEARKER:
ment to that effeef.

Mr, DAVY: I move an amendment—

That the message be recommitted.

The MINTSTER TOR LANDS: I do not
think that motion ean be accepted for the
reason that this House has given a decision
on the question. There was a division on it.
The message confnined an amendment to the
Rill in the form of a proviso to a clause.
and the Premier moved that it be
not agreed to. The House gave a decision
on the matter and when the hon. member
draws attention fo what wag done and says
that it was wrong, he reflects nnon the vote
given by a majority of this House.

Hon. G. Tavloi: That is not so.

The MINISTEFR FOR LANDS: How
can the House recommit something wupon
which the House has given a derision and
has derlared thai a certain thing shall sof
be done?

Mr., Davy: What does “recowmmit”
mean? Tt means to go back on something
already done.

I will secept an amend-
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Standing Orders do not provide that re-
committals shall go on indefinitely.

Hon. Sir Jamss Mitehell: The Standing
Orders do not pravide against recommittals.

The MINISTHR FOR LANDS: The
Standing Orders provide how we sbali con-
duct our business. Here we have a mes-
sage from another place which has been
disagreed to by this House, and now we
are asked thot it be reconsidered.

Mr. Davy: If we had not done it, we
could not ask for a recommittal.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LANDS: How
can we recommit something that the Hounse
has said shall 7ot be done.

Mr, Davy: That is the essence of re-
committal—puiting baek something we have
already done.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It has
never been done before im this House.

Hon. Q. Taylor: There was never such
an oceasion,

The Premier: Yon ecannot recall the
time when 2 message was ever recommitted.

Mr. Thomson: In the eircumstances it
should be recommitted.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
motion was not earried formally: it was
carried by a division.

Mr. Sampson: Through an oversight,
discussion was prevented.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
has nothing to fe with the case;. that has
gone.

Mr. Davy: All the more reason for the
recommittal.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No
hon. member can say that becanse he did
not have a chanse to discuss the matter it
should be brougli on again. If world be
farcical if we were always going on re-
committing every message. There are the
first, second and third stages, and then the
recommittal. There must be an end to it.
it cannot go on for all time. The House
should not stultify itself by doing some-
thing it has alresdy said shall not be done.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T am amazed ut the
Minister for Lards making such s state-
ment, that because we have already deslt
with a matter, it cannot be recommitted.
Let us take our Standing Orders. Ne. 203
saVs—

The Chairman shall sign a printed copy of
every Bill to be reported, with the amend-
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ments fairly written thereon; and alsy sigr
with the initials of his name any clause added
in the Comumittee, and the Bill so signed shal
be handed by the Chairman to the clerk wher
lic makes his report to the House.

Then No. 294 says—

When o Bill is reported without amend
ments, the adoption of the report may be im
mediately moved.

And again in No. 205 we get this—

On the motion for the adoption of the re
pert, the whole Bill may, on motion, be re
vommitted

We uare dealing with n message from an
other place, and that message takes ths
same place as a Bill.

The Premier: The Standing Orders
have quoted do not apply.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: They give power t
recommit.

The Premier: Not those
Orders; they do not apply at all.

Hon. 3. TAYLOR: I have never seer
anything so shocking during my experi
ence in this House.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On
point of order; when the Chairman of Com
mittees had put the question, the membe
for Mt. Margarce: made unse of an expres
sion similar to that which he wsed agai
just now. The Chairman regarded it as :
reflection on the Chair and made the hon
member withdraw the remark. Now th
hon. member has repeated his statement
and I ask that he be ealled upon to with
draw it.

Mr. SPEAEKER: 1 ask the hon. mem
ber to withdraw the remark.

Hon. G. Taylor: I will withdraw it.

Mr. SPEAEKER: I have already state
that the Standing Orders quoled by th
members for Kstanning and Mt. Margare
do not affect the question at all, but I an
not able to diseover any Standing Orde
that prevents a recommittal of a messag
received from aucther place when it is al
leged that there are good reasons for re
gonsidering it. It is entirely for the Houns
to decide the matter and I shall pui th
guestion. The motion is “That the repor
be adopted” and an amendment has bee:
moved “That tha message be recommitted.
The gquestion is that the amendment b
agreed to.

yor

Standir;

Amendment put and passed.
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Recommitial.
The PREMIER: I move—
That the amendment be mot agreed to.

Mr. THOMSON : I move—

That the Council’s amendment be amended
by striking out the word ‘‘private’’ and all
the words ufter ‘vontraet,’” and inserting the
words ‘‘and that the Public Works Depart-
ment shall bave the right to submit 4 tender.’’

I do net wish to debur the Government frow
exereising their judgment as to what they
consider best, but in the construction of -
vailway that might easily ecost up to
£500,000 we should have a check on the de-
partment. My amendment might sssist the
Government to get the Bill passed.

Mr. Marshall: The Government would not
bave the right to put the railway through
at all if I had my way.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Just hecause of
4 littie trouble for a moment.

Mr. Marshall: People with no responsi-
bility doing that sort of thing! 1t makes
we tired.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: ¥ support the
amendment on the CouneiPs amendment,
which is entirely in accordance with the
poliey of the Couniry Party, who stand for
the coustruction of public works by the con-
tract system. There are particular ressons
why tenders shonld be called and why the
Pablic Works Department should have #he
right to submit a tender. It would be fair
to cveryone. Quite recently a railway has
been constructed by private enterprise from
Meekatharra to Horseshoe.

Mr. Lambert: You ave absclutely wrong.

The Premier: It was hilt by day labour.

Mr. E. B. JOIINSTON: But it was not
built by the Government by day labour.

Mr. Corboy: Tt was built hy dav labour.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The ehairman of
direetors of the comvany is one of the best
known eontractors in Australia.

The Premier: He did not have a contract
for that railway.

Mr. E. B. JOANSTON: No, but the com-
pany havineg built the line so sneeessfully,
instead of pettineg the Government to do it.
should be in a position to submit a ftender
for the Wilana railway.

The Premier: Ts this amendm~nt intended
to et the contract for one partienlar man?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Not in the least.

The Premier: Tt looks like it.

{ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. E, B, JOUNSTON: That is quite un-
tair of the Premier.

The Premier: Yon say so yourself,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: No, the propusal
provides elearly that the Works Department
shall have the right to submit a tender.

Hon. J. Cunningham: You want g private
company fo have the right.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: 1 want both the
private company and the Works Department
te have the right and half-a-dozew other
contractors too if possible. [£ the eontract
system were adopted in this and other pub-
lic works, we should get greater efficiency.

Hox. G. Taylor: And value for our money.

Mr. Corboy: If you did, you would have
no Narrogin-Dwarda railway.

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON: The Wiluna rail-
way is one for which ftenders should he
ealled, The manganese eompany have bnilt
a good line from the same starting point—
Meckatharra—over the same elass of coun-
try, I am glad that the Teader of the
Country Party, who always has the interests
of the State at heart and wishes to proteet
the country, provided in his smendment that
the Works Department shonld also submit a
tender. If the Works DNepartment submit
the lowest tender, the Government will ne-
eept it, and if they do aecept it, T hope they
will see that the engineers responsible
for the tender keep within the estimate. The
Government will not be prevented from do-
ing the work by day labour. We are merely
asking that public tenders be called and
that the best offer shall be accepted. FHav-
jng seen something of the efficient way in
which the railway from Meekatharra to
Horseshoe was eonstrmcted, T hope the Gov-
ernment will at least permit their engincers
to stndy the methods adopted and see if the
Wiluna line cannot be built as quickly,
cheaply. and efficiently as the Horseshoe line
was built,

The Premier: How do you know what the
Horseshoe railway cost?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: We merelv want
the ermpanv to quote for the building »f
the Wituna line.

The Premier: You said the Horseshoe line
had been built cheaply.

Mr. LAMBERT: The railway to Horse-
shoe was built not by eontract but hy the
comoanv hv day lahour, and it was built
effieient'v and expeditiously.

Hon. J. Cunningham: And with foreizn
[abour at that.
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Mr. LAMBERT: The percentage of for-
eign labour employed, 1 {hink, was no more
than the percentage of foreign labour some-
times employed on the hon. member’s farm.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then he cabnot get any
advanee from the Agricultural Bank,

AMr. LAMBERT: With the exception of
a few of us, no one knows the cost of the
Horseshoe line, but because people assunwe
it was built by contract, they conclude it
was built cheaply. The company could not
under any consideration have contracted for
the building of the line, and T distinctly set
my face against it. We ave not in the bus-
iness of constructing railways; our husines<
is to carry on miuning operations. Tt is onix
right to say that if the Government de.
gire to have the plant and material used o
build the Morseshor railway, it will he
available io them at a nominal price.
‘We bhave finished with the construetion
plant, and if the Public Works Department
want it, it ig there for their use. I do not
think the eompany would charge much for
it. T deprecate the idea of any member
bringing this eompany in fo construct the
Tine. Tt takes us all our time to look after
our own business. With the exeeption of
two of the directors, no one knows what our
railway has cost. T hepe the Government
will not accept the Council’s amendment, or
the amendment to i, and that they will
rlace on the Council the responsibility of
the Bill being thrown ont, as an alternative
to adopting it as printed.  With proper
supervision, a railway can be construefed
departmentally and by day labour most
economically and efficiently. If the Council
desire to block the progress of the State,
they must take the responsibility of doing
s0. I object to these pin-pricking tacties.

The CHATRMAN: T must ask the hon.
member to spenk to the amendment.

Mr. LAMBERT: The whele thing hinges
on whether the Council have the rieht to
dictate to the Government. A certain ele-
ment in another plaece will persist in this
pin-pricking attitude, which tends only to
retard the progress of the State. This is
the first biz mining development we have
bad for a long time. Tt wonld be a
thonsand pities if the Bill were lost,
and the money already spent in that locality
went for nonght. I hope there will be no
tinkering with the message from the Couneil
and that we shall take up a firm stand re-
enrding it.

{7
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Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL : The
amendment says that the Public Works De.
partment may tender in conjunction with
other people. 1f a departmental tender is
aceepted, the line must be constructed bj
day labour, for the men employed must be
paid by the day. Members should not say
that work nmumst be done by day labour ne
matter what it costs, for the Government
bave no right to spend more on the work
than is necessary. If the departmental
methods of control are not satisfactory and
the work is not done at the right cost, some
other means should be adopted. It is all &
question of method.

Mr, Lambert: You would not stand for
dietation like this,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No one
could objeet to the hon, member’s amend-
ment. I do not agree that we should build
the line by contract no matter what the price
may be.

The Minister for Lands: That is what the
Couneil’s amendment means.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It would
mean either that the line would not be huilt
if the prieec were excessive, or unless this
House were consulted agaim in July next.
There is no intention of building the line
until we vote the money for it. The Gov-
ermment cannot accept any tenders because
the money has not been voted. Day labour
is not always satisfactory. If men ean do
work more cheaply under a contractor there
tnust be some good reason for doing it under
that method.

The Minister for Railways: That has not
heen proved in the past.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, it
has,

The Minister for Lands: In some cases
raihways built by contract have eost the Gov-
ernment a lot of money to put right.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: We know
what happened in the case of the Wongan
Hills-Mullewa line which was built by the
Seaddan Government on the day lahour
system.

Mr. Kenneally: I think rotten half-round
sleepers were put into the Mullewa line by
the Wilson Government.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : No.
They are stacked in Northam still and are
yuite sound.

Mr. Kenneally: I was present when the
sleepers were burnt, and when they were
taken out of the line,
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Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is not
well to be wedded to one system or the other.
The day labour system has been adopted in
some cuses with good results,

Mr. Chesson: Under the eontract system
you want an army of supervisors to wateh
the contrectors.

Hon. Sivr JAMES MITCHELL: When a
work is carried out by contract, the en-
gineers see that the speeifications are fol-
lowed to the last word, whereas under day
labour we do not get the same amount of
supervision ¢r probably the same amount of
work, :

Mr. Griffiths: It is the Government stroke
without proper supervision.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
same men can do better work for a con-
tractor, then it means that the departmental
officers have not the same strong controlling
foree.

The PREMIER: The Government will
certainly not aceept the amendment. I do
not read iato it, nor place the construction
upon it, that is indicated by the Leader of
the Opposition or the mover of the amend-
ment. It sets out that the construction of
the railway shall be effected by contraet,
but that the Public Works Department shall
have the right to put in a tender. The rail-
way must be built by contraet! Can any-
onte enter into & ¢oniract wilh himselL?

Mr. Thomson: Of course you can.

The PREMIER: The Public Works De-
partment enter into a eontract with itsel£?

Mr. Thomson: Yes.

The PREMIER: That is absurd! It is
rubbish? Tf I enter into a eoniraet with
myself to do something at a certain cost,
and I do not earry out the contract, what
happens?

Mr. Thomson: Sack the engineer,

Mr, Latham: Or else the office boy.

The PREMIER: The fact that the rail-
way is {o be built by contract, and that we
can put in a tender, does not mean that the
Government would have the richt to carry
ount the work by day labour. Tt must be
earried ont by contraet.  Apnarently the
Government are to have the right to put in
a contraet just for fun.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the Pre-
mier is doing it all the time.

The PREMIER: When we carry ont
work by day labour, we do not enter upon
a contract with anyone.

{ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. d. Taylor: If the Public Works De-
partment put in a tender, they could do it
by day labour,

The PREMIER : Bat that would not com-
ply with the terms of the amendment. We
could not enter into a contract with anyone.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: Of eourse you
could.

The PREMIER: Certainly not.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: Then alter the
amendment.,

The PREMIER: I am not responsible
for the amendment. Someone else might
attempt to make it clear and intelligible.
As it stands, it is not. 1f theetender put in
by the Works Department were the low-
est, and we proposed to carry out the work
by day labour accordingly, it would be a
violation of the amendment because it speeci-
fically states the work must be dane by con-
teact. We cannot get away from it. What
a farce it would be for the Public Works
Department, which is the Government, to
put in a tender under those eonditions!

Mr. Thomsen: Are you not entering into
contracts for road construction work?

The PREMIER: With private contrac-
tors.

Mr. Thomson: Yes.

The PREMIER ; What has a contract be-
tween the Government and a private eon-
tractor to do with this?

Mr. Thomson: You tender for Common-
wealth roads,

The PREVIER: But the Commonwealth
Government necepts the tender; not the
State Government.

Hon. Sir James Milehell : No, vou acrept
it

The PREMIER: Ne, we do not.

Hon. Sir Tames Mitohell: Well, let us
have th~ neveement.

The PREMITER : You can have the avree-
ment. The contrart has to be approved and
endorsed hv the Commonwealth Government.

Mr. Marshal’: And then they usually
break the rontract.

The PREMTER: Apart from that the
amendment as it is worded wonld not per-
mit to he done what the hon. member sug-
gests,  Then aeain, why is it decived 1o
impose thiz enndition in respect to this par-
ticular railwavy

Mr. Thameon: We have tried to impose it
regrrding other railwavs,

The PRFMTER: Rut why thiz nartienlar
railway? TFf it wore the railwav to Wolearin
or to =ame athar agrienltural Aistiet no
such amendment wonld be sneosectrd. mor
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would its passage through Parliament be
endangered.

Mr. Thomson: That is very unjust.

Mr. Marshall; 1t is absolutely true,

Mr, Chesson: Of course it is.

My, Thomson: It is not.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
bers must keep order.

The PREMIER: 1 am referring to the
Legislative Council. I may not refleet upon
that House but this is merely another method
of killing the Bill. This is the first gold-
tields railway Bill that has been before Par-
linment for the past two decades, and
yet it is sought to impose conditions tbat
have not attached to any other railway aadl
whieh will mean the loss of the Bill. In-
stead of hobestly dealing with the posi-
tion

Mr, Thomson: It is the longest railway
that we have dealt with for a long time.

The PREMIER: But not the most ex-
pensive. There is a short length of railway
extending over 20 miles from 1’emberton to
Northeliffe that will eost munch more than
this line.

Mr. Thomson: We have no estimates.

The PREMIER: There is & short length
of railway that will eost £20,000 a mile, yet
the cost of the railway under discussion will
not exceed £3,000 a mile.

Hon Sir James Mitehell: 1 suppose that
was Mr. Stileman's estimate?

The PREMIER: No, that estimate was
put up by the engineers when the Leader of
the Opposition was in office, He should
know that himself.

Ylon. Sir James Mitchell:
asking a question,

The PREMIER : The hon. member should
not refleet upon Mr. Stileman.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: T was not,

The PREMIER: There is & tendency to
make ount that Mr. Stileman recommends
works on an expensive scale. If T were to
start making comparisons between Mr. Stile-
man and other engineers who hnve heen or
who are here now, it would be bnd for the
other engincers. T resent this tendeney on
every oceasion to reflect upon Mr. Stileman.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There was no
reflection at all.

The PREMIER: Of ecounrse there was.
When I said that the estimate woz £20,000
a mile, the hon. member said, "Mr. Stife-
man’s estimate.”

Hon. Sir James Mitche'l: Well. was it?

The PREMTER: What was the hon, mem-
ber’s suggestion? Obviously it was that Mr.

Hon. mem-

I was merely
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Stileman had put in the estimate and that
it wag absurdly high, As u marter of
faet the estimate was put in by enginears
when the Leader of the Opposition was in
ofice.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Do you know

~ that?

The PREMIER: Yes, and I know it was
pot put up by Mr. Stileman,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, we shull
set the file.

Hon. G. Taylor: Not this session, I hope.

The PREMIER: Why is this condition
imposed on this particular railway? The
only reason is to kill the Bill. The absurdly
ridiculous wording of the amendment itself
must appeal to hon. members. A set of
second-standard schoolboys would net submit
an amendment couched in such terms. 1f
agreed fo, it would compel the Government
to eall for tenders and if only one tender
were submitted, no matter how high the
price might be, we would be compelled tu
aecept it, or else not go on with the work,
We are not to be allowed to do the work
by day labour, no matter how high the
tender may be. That shows that the desire
of the Legislative Couneil is to kill the Bill
—nothing else! To show the inennsistency
of the Upper House, only last night they
passed a Bill for the eonstruction of an-
other vailway and ne such condition was im-
posed then,

Mr, Thomson: No, but only £2000 is tc
be spent in conneetion with that work.

The PREMIER : But they passed the Bill,
and no such condition was imposen.

Mre. Thomson: We were told——

The PREMTER : But the faet is that they
passed the Bill for the TLetzhton-Robb's
Jetty railway withont any sueh conditions.

Mr. Thomson: Yes. but the expenditare
was to he lim‘ted to £2,000.

The PREVITER: It does not matter how
much money is to be spent; the prineiple is
the same. Tf it is sovrnd rezarding the gold-
fields r~ilwny to sav that it mnst ke done by
eontrnet, the prineip'e mnst be ernally gond
whether it annlies to that line o= to the
shotter Iina from Teighton tn Rabh’z Jetty.
That incti%%es ma in mv azee=tion that the
ohieet is to kill the Bill. We have passed
railwavy Rills for vears past and nn sich
condition haz haen imnosed hv the Canneil
before.  Will tliey insist wnnn a smilap
condition reeariing the Kalwar'n rai'way?

Mr. Thamson: We tried it hefore.

The PREMTEL: We ghall see.
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Mr. Corboy: They are not game to try.

The PREMIER: The Government will
not have one sst of conditions applied to
goldfields railwavs, and different conlitions
to agrieultural railways,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: An attempt
was made to impose eonditions in connec-
tion with a South-West railway.

Mr. Thomson: Yes. I tried it in this
House.

The PREMIER: 1 know the hon. mem-
ber has always voted for contraet in op-
position to day work.

Hon. 8ir Jame-r Mitchell: No, the pro-
posal eame from the Legislative Coureil.

The PREMIER: Why pick out this
line?

The Minister for Railways: Yes, two
railways in iwo days and two different sets
of conditions.

The PREMIER: Yes, one without the
condition, the other with it. The whele ob-
ject is to prevent the eoustruetion of this
line.

Mr. Thomson: I do not think youw are
right in saving that.

The PREMIER: If this principle is to
be established, the proper way to enforce
it is not by way of an amendment o this
deseription in a railway Bill. The proper
way would be to introduee a Bill satting
out that all railvays avthorised by Parlia-
ment shall be eonstructed on the lines laid
down in the amendment.

Hon. G. Tavler: It would be a wise
thing, too.

The PREMIFEE: Then we could discuss
the principle on its merits, apart from any
particular railway. The Legislative Coun-
cil daes not wart this railway built to the
Wiluna district.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
pot say that,

The PREMTER: T believe it. The
Conneil has inssried conditions that will
kill the PRill. If they want a railway that
suits them, they do not impose conditions; if
they do not want it, they impose eondi-
tions. The Bill T suggest wonld not be a
monev Bill and any hon, member could in-
troduee it.

Mr Thomson: T will promise voun such
a Rill for novt session,

The PREMIFLR: The door shonld not
be left onen to sllow another plare ta side
track n railway Bill by the means they have
gdonted this evenine.

Mr. Thomszon: That is not fair.

You chould

[ASSEMBLY.)

The PREMIER: The method adopted
docs leave the door open.

The Minister lor Railways:
happened since vesterday?

The PREMIER: We might well ask
why the Council have decided to hapose
this condition, and kill the Bill.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
necessarily kill it.

The PREMIFR: Of course it will

Hon. Sir Jmwnes Mitchell: Could you
not accept the lowest tender?

The PREMIER: The amendment will
kill the Bill because the Governmett are
not prepared to aceept it. Then thers will
he no authority v proceed with the work.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: There would
be, if you accepted the amendment.

The PREMIER: And the Government
will not aceept the application of this prin-
ciple to agricultural railways next year.
Hon. members siould bear that in mind.
Never hefore has it been proposed that the
hands of any Government shall be tied in
such a way. Then again, we are to he al-
lowed to advertize in Western Ausfialian
newspapers only. It does not matter that
there may be coniractors in the Iastern
States who might be able to undertake Lhe
work. We must not advertise in the East.
Ard then, having called tenders, we must
accept a tender n~ matter how high it might
be, or else not build the railway. Wuh all
the railways that have been authorised dur-
ing the past 20 cears, Parliament has never
ingerted a provision of thiz kind.

Mr. Thomson- It has been attempted
before.

The PREMIFR: But Parliament has
never adopted . It wounld be most im-
proper to lie th: hands of any Government
and declare how they shall build their rail-
ways. The Government are responsilile to
Parliament for the work, but Purlinment
has never tied the hands of any CGuvern-
ment and declared how they shall carry out
a jeh. This invidious distinetion heiween
a goldfields ratiway and other railways is
drawn for the purpose of killing the Bill
Were it not so, ihe thing wontd have heen
done in a proper way by putting op a Rill
and makine it apply to all railwav con-
struetion. Rut to pick ont a railway here and
another there on'v leaves the donr onen to
the defeat of a Bill when it is desired thaf
a certain railwav shall not he conctrieted.
They did not do it in the railway Bill last
night, but they do it to-night.

What bas

It will not
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
a railway of three miles.

The PREMIER: But the princiile is
the same, whether the railway is one of
three miles or of 300 miles. The Guvern-
ment are not going to accept it.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: This House should
have some regard to the expenditure of
public money. We have had experierce of
departmental engineers submitting tenders
of £35,000 for jobs that ultimately cost
£125,000.

The Premier: But how wonld that apply
to this position? It would be the same en-
gineers who would submit the tender in this
case, and the tender might be equally far
astray, and the work would cost just as
much as if no tender bad been submitted.

Hon., ¢ TAYLOR: The amendment is
to prevent the Public Works Department
from taking on the work without any re-
gard to ultimats cost. If the depariment
tenders for the work, and later the tender
is found to be unreliable, then those re-
sponsible for it should get their walking
ticket, It is time the House took some in-
terest in the expenditure of loan moneys.
‘We have voted ncarly five millions of money
to be frittered away by irresponsibles in
the Works Department. The Government
want all State work done hy day labour, but
when it comes to private work it is done hy
contract.

The Premier: To whom do you refer?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: To any of the mem-
bers on that side that I may know of. This
railway from Meckatharra to the Horseshoe
has been earried out practically by eontraet.
Although it was done by day labour, yet the
system under which the contractor carried
out his work was totally different from the
system emploved by the Government.

The Premier: I thought Lhis was the only
principle that you still insisted upon.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I stood for the Gov.
ernment carrying out work until T found
it was a faflure. What about the Trans-
Australian railwvay? It cost millions more
than it shonld have cost.

The Premier: How do you know?

Hon. G. TAYLOR : We had tenders for it,

The Premier: No, Tenders were not called.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: But Smith & Tymms
eaid they would do it for a given sum.

The Premier: They did not.

That was only
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Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is like the Canning-
Fremantle road, mere bluff stakes.

The Premier: It is not bluff stakes,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Yes it is. You know
ihat we have not had value for the loan
moneys we have been spending during the
last three years.

The Premier: Why not the last 20 years?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Becanse day labour
was not then the fetish it has become. Let
the Public Works Depariment tender, just
the same as anybody else, Then we shall
see the work completed within a reasonable
estimate.

Mr. SAMPSON: I suggest that we amernd
the Conneil’s amendment hy adding to it the
following proviso: “Provided further that
nothing in the foregoing shall prevent a ten-
der submitted by the Public Works Depart-
ment from being accepted.”

Mr. Kenneally: Just a little further diela-
tion to the Government.

The Premier: The Government are not
going to accept dictation in respect of one
railway in ten.

Mr. SAMPSON: This proviso would over-
come the difficulty. It provides a way out
without any loss of dignity in the Govern-
ment.

The Premier: It is not more nereptable
than the other.

Mr. THOMSON: Tf members of an-
other place had desired to kill the Bill,
I am sure they hod vourage enough to vote
against it. I am willing to support the sug-
gestion put up by the member for Swan,
which would enable the department’s tender
to be accented. In the interests of the State,
{enders should he ealled for the work, the
department also tendering. I am sor'y that
another place has songht to impose on a
goldfields railway a condition that has not
been imposed upon other railwavs. I am
prepared to aceeot the same econdition in Te-
spect of agricultural railwavs. I regret that
another nlace did not anply it to both the
railway Bills. The prineiple is one for whieh
we as a party stand. Az long as 1 am here
I chall favour that principle, becanse it
affords an adequate check on the cost of
work done.

The Pramier: Pig money is spent on har-
bour schemes and other works, What ahant
those? Why confine the application of the.
principle to this railway?



2586

Mr. THOMSON: 1f tenders had been
called for the work of drainage on the Peel
Estate and at Herdsman’s Lake, the eyes
of the Minisler in charge of the Works De-
partment would have been opened by the
circumstance of tenders being double the
amounts of the departmental estimates.

The Premier: I do not say there is not
something in the argument, but this is not
the way to apply the principle.

Mr, THOMSON: I sought to have a sim-
ilar provision inserted in railway Bills in-
troduced by the previons Government.

Amendment on the amendment put, and
a division taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. .- .. o012
Noes .. . . .. 18
Majority against .. 6

AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Latbam
Mr. Brown Sir James Mltchell
Mr. Davy Mr. Tarlor
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Thomson
Mr. Grifithe Mr, C. . Wansbrough
Mr. E. B. Johasion Mr. North
(Teller.)
NoES.
Mr. Chesson Mr. Lambert
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Lamond
Mr. Collier Mr. Marshall
Mr. Corboy Mr. Milllngton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Troy
Mr. Cunningham Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. W. D. Jobnoon Mr. Willeock
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Withers
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Panton
(Teller.)

Amendment on the amendment thus nega-
tived.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

A committee eonsisting of the Premier,
the Minister for Lands and Mr. North drew
up reasons for not agreeing to the Couneil's
amendment.

Rensons adopted and a message accord-

ingly returned to the Council.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE.
Council’s Amendments.

Message from the Council received and
read notifving that it had agreed to the
Bill snbject to two amendments, now con-
sidered.

(ASSEMBLY.]

In Committee

My, Lutey in the Chair; the Mivister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 4+—8trike out the eluuse:

The MINISTER ¥YOR LANDS: I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

ton. 4. TAYLOR: When the Bill was
before this House the Minister assured us
that the ¢losure of this road was necessary
and he added that be had visited the
locality and was satisfied that the road
should be closed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
North Iremauntle Couneil has taken um-
brage at our action to close the road. [
have no objeetion to the amendment. Let
the people concerned learn fromn expericnee.

Mr. Davy: 1 wonld not feel disposed Lo
take such a view.

Question put and passed: the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 37—S8trike oat the clause:

The MINISTER 1FOR LANDS : This
clanse refers to Coventry Parade which is
an interscetion of Thomon-road, referred
to in the previous clanse that the Council
struck out. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT,

Message from the Council received and
read requesting a conference with managers
of the Assembly, and intimating that the
Couneil would be represented by three mem-
bers,

Mr. LATHAM: 1 move—

That the Council’s request for a conference
be agreed to, and *hat Hon, J. Cunningham,
Mr, North, and the mover be appointed man-
agers {o represent the Assembly.

Question put and passed.

Sitting suspended from 11.15 p.m. to 12.30
a.m. (Friday).
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Conference Managers’ Report.

Me, LATHAM: 1 have to report that the
nonlerence met and was unable to come to
an agreement.,

Hon. 4. Taylor: Nonsense :
word in the Aet!
The Premier :

way on that!

Honp. G. Taylor: ow can they expest you
lo give way on bigger things?

Mr. LATHAM: I move—

That the repert be adopted.

Over oune

Faney their not giving

Question pni and passed.

Sitting suspended from 1247 a.m. te 2 am.

BILL-MEEEATHARRA-WILUNA
RAILWAY.
Council’s Message.
Message from the Couneil received and
vead, notifyving that it did not insist on its
wmendment.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Helurned from  the Council  wilhout
amendment.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.

Message From the Couneil received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the Bill
subjeet to a sechedule of eight amendments,
which were now considered.

In Committes,

Mr. Tmtey in the Chair; the Premier in
chargze of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2—Delete *or’’ and in-
sert “and” in line ane. Delete “and” and
inzert “or” in line two, and delete the words
“in line len of paragraph (b) of suhseetion
two'” and insert in lieu thercof the words
“where the same fivst appears in the seeond
ling of snbseetion (1)”:

The PREMIER : An important amend-
ment, which the Couneil are now secking to
alter, was made in the Act of 1924, having
heen agreed to at a conference of the two
Mouses. The Council now seek te an hack
on the position then created. Ti is a retro-
erade step. T move— ’

That the amendment be not agreed to.
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Question put and pussed; the Couneil
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause J—UDelete all words alter
“board” in line three down to and inelusive
ol “employer” in line seven and inmsert ir
lien thereef the words, “consisting of the
Irincipal Medical Officer or a deputy ap-
pointed by him, who shall be ebairman, and
two medical practitioners registered unde:
the “Medieal Aet, 1893, ope to be nowm
inated by the employer and the other by
the worker”:

The PRIEMIER : This deals with the com
position of the board, which finally decide:
the cases. Although the Act of 1924 intendec
that the board should consist of three medica
nen it did not preeisely say so, No Govern
ment would appoint a board of other thar
wedical men, so 1 propose to accept the
amendment with a slight modification. ]
move:

That the amendment be agreed to subjoet
the modification that the words ‘‘the Prinei
pal Medienl Offlicer or a deputy appointed by
him”" e struck out, and ‘' one medical prae:
titioner appointed by the Govermor’’ be in.
serted in licw.

1t is not desirable that the position ol chair-
ian should be confined to the Prineipa
Medieal Ofticer, who may thus be called upo:
to travel all over the State. The positior
would be safe if the Couneil's amendmen
were modilied, and the chairman of th
board were a medical man appointed by the
Govarnor.

Mr. Mann: It would be oun the recommen
dation of the Principal Medieal Officer.

The PREMIER: In most cases I have
ne doubt that would be so. But it might wel
be that Dr. Mitehell, of the Wooroloo Sana
torium, would be appointed at times to .
this work. T do not wish to draw compari.
sons between medical men, but it is possible
that Dr. Mitchell might be more qualifiec
than some other physicians. However, the
power to appoint should rest with the Gov-
ernment.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment ns amended, agreed to.

No. 3, Clause 4. Add the following as Sub
clanse 1:—(1) The following words arc
added at the end of paragrapi (b) of the
proviso to Seetion 1 of the First Schedule t«
the prineipal Aect:—“provided that Awring
guch time as the worker may be in a hospita
or other place for treatment the value of suck
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ooard and lodging shall not be added to his
wages for the purpose of assessing compen-
sation.”

The PREMIER: 1
that amendment Dbas been made. i
deals with the case of u man work-
ing for, say, a farmer ot £2 10s. a week
with board and lodging, which would be the
equivalent, if the man was boarding him-
seif, of £4 per week. The amendment asks
that the compensation should be at ihe rate
of only 25s. per week during the iime the
man is in hospital.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That would be
perfectly dishonast. Tt would be robbing the
man. -]

The PREMIER: On the other hand, the
man reeeiving £4 a weel in eash would,
whilst in hospital, receive half his wages, or
£2 per weck. The intention of the amend-
ment is to deduct the valne of board for the
purposes of eompensation.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is dishonest.

Mr. Davy: Do not use that word.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: You do not like it,
but it is true.

The CHATRMAN : Order!

The PREMIER: Each man gets effective
wnges of £4 per week, vet the one man while
in hospital would receive £2 per week and the
nther only 25s.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It full wages
were paid by way of compensation, the
one man would be getting his board to tha
good; but the Aet provides for only half
wages as compensation.

The PREMTER : That is so. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. DAVY: With all respeet to the
Premier, there is a clear distinetion, In pas-
sing the amendment Act of 1924 Parliament
agreed to increase substantially the allowance
for hospital charges and medieal expenses.
At that time the point was raised that all
medjeal expenses should not be included,
and it was nrged that some part of the hos-
pital eharges was for board and lodging. If
a man is working in the ordinary way at £4
per week cash and has a liouschold to main-
tain—as the average normal citizen has—he
saves nothing in his honsehold expenses by
going into a hospital. True, while in hos-
pital he gets his food and lodging; but the
nmoitnt an  ordinary hend of a family
would save in that way from his

do not know why

[ASSEMBLY.]

household expenses is negligible. 1 do not
think a man would make any woney
out of it if he got his hospital ¢xpenses
paid, partienlarly if he were running a
household,

The Premier: But do we distinguish any-

where, regarding compensation, between
marrted and single men9
Mr. DAVY:; No, we do not. When we

were considering the 1924 Act we thought
we had provided that the whole of & man's
hospital expenses should be paid, but we
did not. Surcly a man who is receiving
hoard and lodging as part of hiy wages, gets
the whole of his hospital expenses, half
wages and full maintenance too, will be in
# better position than the man who is a
householder and does not get his balf wages
and mainterance.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: But you are assum-
ing that he is always a single man.

Mr. DAVY: No. We ave dealing with
ordinary eases and I take.it that the man
who gets board and lodging will not be one
who is runping a houschold in the ordinary
way. I think the intention of the Council
i+ thut although a man in hospital may save
a few shillings, it is not worth worrying
about. On the other hand where a man is
saved the whole of his board and lodging
as well as half pay, it should not be in-
eluded.

Mr, ¢, P. Wanshrough: He should not be
paid twice.

Mr, DAVY: That is so. I do not think
it ts fair eriticism to say it is rebbery and
swindling.

Hon. W. D, Johunson: It is dishonest to
take 30s. from him.

Mr. DAVY: It is not taken away from
him.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: You refuse to pay
him.

Mr. DAVY: If the member for Guildford
asks me for £1 and T refnse to give it to
him, I rob him!

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Be sensibie!

Mr. DAVY: Re sensible yonrself!

Hon, W, D. Tohnson: Tf your mentality
eannot rise above that, it is not worth argu-
ing.

Mr, DAVY: I aould retort similarly. The
hon. member talked about robbery and
swindling.

Hon. W. 1. Johnson: No onc said it was
swindling.

Mr. DAVY: The hon. member referred
{o robbery and dishonesty. There is some-
thing logical behind the amendment and we
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should not treat it with contumely, We
should aceept it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: A number of
these men work on farms for wages and
keep, and they have their families to main-
tain as well. The man who keeps a farm
cottage is in a better position than a single
man who is on a farm, but there are soores
of mexried men on farms who go there dur-
ing harvesting and leave their families in
the: fowns, They nre the men who will
suf 2v undor this proposal. I believe that
the: Council introduced the amendment to
pri‘vent gingle men from seenring an advan-
taj e, but it we aceept it we will do an in-
i tice to married men.

Question put and passed; the Council's
arhendment not agreed to.

No. 4. Clanse 4 Subelanse (1).—Insert
a 'ter “maintenance” in line 2 the words “not
acceding ten shillings per day.”

., The PREMIER: This deals with pay-
1ents to patients in hospitals and the
mendment seeks to limit the amount to be
yaid for maintenance to the hospital to 10s.
per day. T am not sure whether I can ac-
jept the amendment. I presume there will
be 8 conference and there may be some
nformation that can be gained by the mana-
gors. I do not want to commit the Com-
mittee, so that the matter may he discussel.
I move—

That the amendment bhe not agreed to.

‘v Hon. G. TAYLOR: Does the Premier
think that 10s. per day is teo little for hos-
pital maintenance?

The Premier: I would not like to say.

Hon. i. TAYLOR: I thiok Bs. is the
charge nt the Perth Hospital. At St. John
of God Hospital the charge is £3 3s.

Hon. J. Cunningham: That is nof the
ckarge at Mullewa or Wiluna.

Myr. KENNEALLY : Who would the mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret suggest should pay
any amount in exeess of the 10s. per day?
There may be instances where A man wounld
perforee have to pay more.

The Premier: One man may have to pay
Ts. per day, and another £2 per day.

Mr. KENNEALLY: If a person deliber-
ately chooses to go to an expensive hospital
when o cheaper hospital is available to him.
there may be room for argument, hnt in
some instanees a man has no option.

Hon, G. Taylor: In those instances what-
ever the charge may be, it should be paid.
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Mr. DAVY: I do not know that that 3
quite the point. Some of the hospitals regu
late the fees according to what they thinl
they can get. I agree with the Premier tha
we should obtain more information bhefor
we decide. There will be ro guesiion of .
worker having to pay out of his own pockel

Question put and passed; the Council’
amendment not ngreed to.

No. 5. Clause 4.—SBtrike out all th
words afier “Aet” in line five down to an
inclusive of “‘paragraph” in line seven.

The 'REMIER: The words sre, “an
ineidental to.” The First Schedule say
“Iy addition to Ihe eompensation payabl
under this section there shall be payable
sum equal to the reasonable expenses in
curred in respect of the medical or sur
gical attendance, ete.” The Bill propose
to insert after the words “in respect of” th
words, “‘and incidental to.” The Couneil’
amendment strikss out the words, “and in
cidental to.” Those words are necrssar
in order to cover the intention of the sec
tion in the Act, to carry out the intentiol
of the Act of 1024. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil
anizndment uwot agreed to.

No. 6. Insert n new clause as follows:—
(13.) “Subject to the provisions of thi
section if a worker, disabled by disease fron
earning full wages at the work at which h
was employed, 1s found to be suffering fron
a disease to which this section does no
apply, and also from silicosis, pneumoco
niosis, or miners' phthisis, and s disabilit:
15 partially eansed by such industrial dis
ease due to the nature of his employment
the worker shall be entitled to a propor
tionate part of the eompensation payabl
under this section apportioned to tke de
gree to which sveh disability is eaused b
siliensis, pneumoroniosis, or miners’ plithisi:
as the case may be.”

The PREMITIR: I have not had ar
opportanity to study this, and I cannof
say offhand what its effect wonld be.

Hon. G. Taylor: It would he of grea
advantage to many people.

The PREMIER: It would be. The prin.
ciple is desirable, if it is practicable. I dc
not know whether doctors are really able
to state the extent of a man’s disability from
varions causes. There have been hardships
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in the working of the Act for want of some-
thing of this sort in it.

Mr. Davy: Then the old gentlemen are
leading a little faster than we want lo go.
The PREMIER: Yes, it may be so.

Mr. Mann: They do some good things
at times.

Mr. Kenneally: When you find one you
require to pay particnlar attention to it

The PREMIER: This deals with an
aspeet of these diseases with which ¥ am
pretly familiar. Beeause there has not heen
some provision of this sort many a man has
failed to get compensation. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question puf and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 7. TInsert e new clauvse as follows:—
The schedule to the principal Aet is herehy
further amended by inserting a new sec-
tion after Section 14, to be numbered 14a,
as follows:—Tf an employer or worker
dispute the charges of any medieal prae-
titioner Tor servieces to a worker under this
Act, the ¢levk of a loesl ecourt, on ap-
plieation being mnde to him by either narty,
shall on payment by the applicant of sueh
fee, not exceeding £2, as is preserihed by
any rule of court, refer the dispnted vharges
to a medicnl referee who shall decide the
amount of such charges and whose decision
shall be final and bhinding on such m:dieal
practitioner in respect of the services eharged
for”

The PREMIER: This deals avith an
arpeet of the Aet ithat has been freely dis-
eussed in hoth Houses, namely the charges
that some medieal men have heen making.
This will make their charges subject to re-
view in the samz way as a lawyer's costs
are taxed,

Hon, G. Taylor: They are taxed ky an-

other lawyer.

Mr. Davy: Aceording to a secale Iaid
down by the law.

The PREMIER: The amendment is a

rood one, but there is just the fear that
the medieal profession, being a very close
hody that act with great solidarity, may
deeline to accept this provision te have
their charges adjudicated upon by any
other body. If they were to fake up that
nttitude and refuse to handle compenaation
CASE3———

Mr. Mann: low would it be to make
the refefree the Principal Medical (Miicer?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The PREMIER: There should be some
provision stating who the referee is to be.

Mr. Angelo: Would it not be better to
allow the companies to appoint their owan
medical man, such appointment to be ap-
proved by the Government?

Hon. J. Cunningham: The worker should
have the right {o select his own doctor.

The PREMIER : According to the amend-
ment, I think the selection of the referee
would rest with the clerk of the loeal court.

Mr. Davy: Or perhaps he would be the
medical referce referred to in Seetion 7 of
the Aet.

The PREMIER: There should be some-
thing in the amendment to decide how the
referee is to be appointed.

Mr. Kenneally: Clavse 3 of the Bill, which

‘was sftruek ount, provided for a medienl

referee.

Hon. J. Cunningham: A referec only on
the question of disability.

The PREMIER: It would be & good thing
if there conld be some control of the charges.
Whether the profession would be willing to
accept such control, T do not know.

Hon. G. Taylor: Has nof the Minister for
Works made some arrangement with the
British Medical Association?

The PREMIER: There is some under-
standing, but it is not very effective.

Mr. Davy: Whai about inserting after
“yeferee” the words, “as prescrihed hy regu-
lation.”

The PREMIER: I am not sure that the
amendment does not mean that the clerk
of the loeal court shall select the referee.

Mr. Davy: No, he will not sclect the
referee. He will he merely the mnchinery
for referring the case.

The PREMIER: Yes, perhaps that iz the
machinery to enahle a case to get to a medi-
cal referee. I think perhaps the hon. mem-
ber’s snggestion to insert the words, “ns pre-
scribed by regulation” would meet the ease.

Hon. G. Taylor: Are yon going to have a
conference?

The PREMIER: T do not think it will he
necessary, for perhaps another plaee will
accept our amendments on their amendments,

Mr. Kenneally: You are optimistie, are
you not?

Mr. Davy: It might do if we added at the
end, “The medical veferee, for the purposes
of this section, may as required be appointed
by the Governor.”

The PREMIER: If there are two doclors
in one distriet and you dispute the fees of
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one of them, you refer it fo the other. Anil
if you go outside the distriet you would have
to send a medical man from Perth to Kal-
goorlie or to Meekatharra.

Hon. G. Taylor: Could not he decide on
the accounts sent in?

The PREMIER : That would be in favour
of the doetor because on paper he could
make out that the ease had heen serious and
the patient woald not be able to answer it.

Hon. G, Taylor: 1t would he a dispuice
helwern the employer and the iloetor, noi
between the employee and the doctor.

The PREMIER: Mostly so, bul it wonkl
amount to appointing ome medical man o
sit in judgment on the fees of another medi-
cal man.

Mr. Kenneally: Is it necessary to retain
the medical referee?

The PREMIER: 1t would be difficult for
anyone but a doetor (o asscss the valne of a
doctor’s services,

Mr. Kenneally: Courts at different times
have to assess the value of such serviees.

The PREMIER: We might disagree (o
the amendment so that it ean be further
diseussed. | do not disagree with the prin-
ciple of endeavouring Lo eontrol the charges
of the medieal men, but T snggest divngreeing
to the amendment in ovrder to obtain Turther
information.

Hon. &. Taylor: Tt is neeessary fo have
power to eontrol such charges,

The PREMIER: T move—
That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Conneil’s
amendment not acreed to.

No, 8. Title—-Tnsert after “~ix” in line
one the words “and Seetion seven.” Telele
the words “paragraph (e) in the proviss o
Section one of” in lines three and fonr.
Delete the words “and Seetinn fowrteen of
the said Schedule” in the last line.

The PREMIER : Another place has made
amendments outside the order of lsave anid
then has amended the Title to bring them in.

Hon, & Tavlor: It is of no nee worrvine
about that; we want the Rill.

The PREMIER: To many of the Comn.-
cil’'s amendments we have dizagreed and,
if they are not insisted on, an amendment
of the Title mav not be necessary., TE we
have a conference and reach an agreement,
we shall be able to amoend the Title if neees-
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sury and to the extent neeessary. Thevefo:
1 move—

That the namendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Cuuncil
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions  reported and  the

adopted.

repo!

A commuttee consisting of Mr. Davy, M
Kenneally, and Hon, P. Collier drew up ves
sons for not ageeeing {n  ecertnin of th
Counetls amendments,

Rensons adopted, and a nessage aecors
ingly retnened to the Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 3.20 lo 4.15 a.m.

BILL—WORKERS’ COMPENSATIONL
ACT AMENDMENT.

Couneil’'s Message.

Message from the Council received an
read, notifying that it lrad agreed to th
Asgembly’s amendment on the Council’
amendment No. 2, and insisted on its amend
ments No. 1 and Nos, 3 to 8 inclusive, dis
amreed to by the Assembly.

The PREMIER: T move—

That the House requests & confercnee wit
mother pliree, and that the managers for th
Assembly he Ar Davy, Mr. Kenneally, an
the mover.

Question pat and passed, and a messag
forwarded to the Counell aequainting ther
arcordingly,

Nitting suspended from 4.3 am, lo
4.15 am,

Conference Granted.

Message from the Couneil received an
read, notifving that it had agreed to th
Assembly’s vequest for a eonference, an
had appointed as managers the Chief Sec
retary and the Hons. J. Nicholson and B
Seddon, the Chief Secretary’'s room as th
pPlace, and the time forthwith,

Ritting suspend from 4.18 am. to
6.15 am.

Conference Managers’ Report.

The PREMIER: I have to report tha
the Managers met and have agreed as fol
lows: The Tegislative Council’s amendmen
No. 1 is not agreed to, and in lien thereof i
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substituted the following: “Clause 2 of the
Bill is deleted.” The Legislative Counecil’s
amendment No. 3 is not agreed to. The
Legislative Council’s amendment No. 4 is
amended by the insertion after the word
“shillings” of the words "and sixpence.”
The Legislative Council’s amendment No. 5
is agreed to with the addition of the follow-
ing words: “Paragraph (c¢) of the proviso
to Clause 1 of the first schedule to the
prineipal et is mnended by the insertion
after the word ‘of’ in line 2, the worls
Ymedicines, medieal or surgieal requisites,
and.””™  The Legislative Couneil’s amend-
ment No. 7 is not agreed to. The Logislative
Council's amendment No. 8 is consennen-
tially amended. 1 move—

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
aecordingly transmitted to the Conneil.

Council’s Further Message.

Message from the Counecil received and
vead, notifying that it had agreed to the
recommendations of the eonference.

CLOSE OF SESSION.
Complimentary Remarks.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder} [6.36] : The business of the sitting
being now eoncluded, hon. members will be
able to disperse for the Christmas season;
and I should like to express the hope that
you, Mr., Speaker, and members generally
may have a pleasant Christmas and that all
may enjoy the rest which, T am sure, all
have earned. The session has been a fairly
quick one, and I have to express the Gov-
ernment’s appreciation of the mamner in
which all members of the House have
assisted in the despateh of business. Where
there have been differences of opinion, we
have been able to compose them in a
reasonable spirit, or where we could not
ngree, we have been able to disagree in a
friendly way. To yourself, Sir, I should
like to express my gratification at the
manner in which yvou have controlled the
business of the Assembly. We have heen
very free from disorderly scenes and—T
was almost going to say—entirely free from
interruptions, but that would he expecting
too mueh. But certainly the session has
been entirely free from anything in the
nature of unseemly incidents. I wish also

[ASSEMBLY.]

to express the thanks of the Government,
and, T feel certain, of the House, to the
officers and messengers, to the “Hansard”
staff, and to all who have assisted in the
conduet of business. I hope that all mem-
bers will enjoy a very pleasant week or two
at Christmas; and if we have to return
early in the New Year to consider some im-
portant proposals, which time has not per-
mitted of our doing during the session now
closing, then T can only cxpress the hope
that nothing in the nature of a prolonged
sesston will take place during what is gener-
ally regarded ag the period of recess. Let
me again express the Government’s thanks
to all members, and the hope that if we
should come back after Christmas, all will
return with renewed strength and vigour
to carry on the work of the conntry,

-HON. S8IR JAMES MITCHELL (Nosr-
tham) [6.39]: I wish to add a word to what
has heen snid by the Premier by way of
gzood wishes for the best of sensons. T
hope that you, Mr. Speaker, and the Chair-
man of Committees, and the officers of the
House, including the “Hansard” staff, may
have a very pleasant time. T am sure all
the officers deserve the good wishes of the
House. 1 hope, too, that hon. members
opposite will have a very good time and
come back in n far more reasonable frame
of mind if we have to meet early in the
New Year. From the Premier’s point nf
view, of conrse, it has heen & most pleasant
session, ns he got cverything that he
wanted. We liave been most unsneeessful
in our opposition, due to lack of numbers,

However, T hope that the position may
chanee hefore long.

The Premier; Time is on your side.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHETL : Time

always runs against the Government of the
day. That eannot be avoided. If we do
have to ecome back in the New Year, T hope
it will not be for a lengthened period.
Members will find it necessarv to atteud,
every one of them; and I am afraid we
shall be here for some time. We could not
have considered the nuestion doring this
session, as the Premier has said, even if it
had been submitted. The proposal is «of
great importanee to the people of thiz coun-
try. I wish everybody a very happy time,
and T do sincerely hope that if we have not
done very much good for the people of
Western Ausiralia, we have not done them
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too much harm. However, time will show,
I wish a very happy Christmas to yourself,
Sir, and to everybody else.

MR, GRIFFITHS (York) [6.42]: On be-
half of the Country Parly 1 wish to offer
you, Mr. Speaker, the compliments of the
season and the hope that yom will have a
good time during the recess. 1 suppose it
will not be very long before we shall be back
bere again. To the staff also, and partie-
ularly the officers and messengers of the
House, and to the “Hansard” reporters——

The Premier: To whom we owe so much.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: —who wipe away
many of our little mistakes and make plain
what we wanted to say but did not clearly
express, I offer the very best of wishes.
Apart from that, I wish everyone a good
time during the fortheoming festive season.
While, as the Leader of the Opposition has
stated, the Premier has got all he wanted,
the session has been a pleasant one. There
was only one fly in the ointment, and that
was my little disappointment.

The Premier: You have the last word.

MR. SPEAKER [645]: T feel very
pleased indeed that we bave renched
that stage so admirably, sumceessfully,
pleasantly and earmestly when these com-
pliments come to the Spesker, the
officers of the House and “Hansard.”
Tt ig true, as the Premier said, we
have had a more or less quiet session.
That does not mean a workless session. As I
have observed from my place in the Chair,
much work has been done, and it has been
done as by men of deliberation—without pas-
sion, acrimony or those weaknesses that too
often characterize even the greatest of de-

liberative assemblies, It has made my f:
a pleasare. While the Speaker is comy
mented, and also the Chairman of Comu
tecs, on the orderly nature of the proceedi
from the beginning of the session unti
close, 1 venture to say that everyone kme
that, without receiving willing and kin
help from officers and individual memby
such a result would be an impossibility.
feel grateful for the help I have recei
from the clerks and the assistanee of

messengers and other officers and funeti
aries of the Assembly. They bave con
buted to make legislation that may be
really guiding and benefacting factor

the community. I wish you all & me
Christmas and a Happy New Year. It i
time when the heart warms all over

world with s recognition of our relations
to our fellow man, when our sense of d
rejoices, when we have pleasure in the |
that we have lived. We are not, I und
stand, to have a long recess, but it will
sufficient in the mood o¢f Christmas to
vivify us and fo make us fit to meet ag
to encounter our duty with renewed vigon
few weeks hence. I need say no more,

let my heart go out to you for the en]
ment of yourselves, your families, and y
friends and the community at Jarge dwm
the coming Christmastide.

ADJOURNMENT.

THE PREMIER {Hon. P. Collier) [6.4
T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn w
Tnesday, the 17th January, 1988,

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.50 a.m. (Saturdn

Parliament was prorogued to the 28th February, 1928, by Proclamation pub-
lished in the Gorernment Gacette of 13th January, 1928, and was further pro-
—oczued to the 10th April. 1928, by Proclamation published in the Government

Gazette of 24th Pehruary, 1928

Ty Avtherity: Frmin, Wy, R:.‘.rr.ar:;:v. Gn;\rnmoni i"ri‘rrier\ Perth.




